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EIGHT COMPANIES THAT INNOVATE
expand
The Fire Awards recognize excellence and leadership in tech and innovation, companies that stand out for their use of technology or finding new ways to innovate.
By Staff – Pacific Business News
Jul 10, 2026
Pacific Business News has named eight Hawaii Hawaii companies as honorees for the 2026 Fire Awards, which recognize excellence and leadership in technology and innovation. The honorees were selected from nominations from the community.
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[image: DJI 0803]expand
The team at Pono Pacific Land Management, LLC.
PONO PACIFIC LAND MANAGEMENT, LLC
Within the last 12 months, Pono Pacific Land Management has reached significant milestones in protecting endangered species and ecosystems and developing renewable diesel and sustainable aviation fuels on the islands.
In partnership with the Hawaii Department of Land and Natural Resources, Pono Pacific completed construction of the largest predator-exclusion fence in the nation: a 14,785-foot barrier at Kanaha Pond Wildlife Sanctuary that provides endangered waterbirds with a secure nesting habitat by preventing deer, cats, dogs, mongoose, mice and rats from entering and damaging the fragile ecosystems. Pono Pacific has constructed the majority of the predator-exclusion fencing across Hawaii, protecting about 4,180 acres across the state, with 26,407 linear feet of fencing completed in 2025 alone.
“Innovation isn’t about chasing the next big idea – it’s about creating meaningful solutions,” said Pono Pacific President Jonathan Marstaller. “We aren’t resting on a legacy of 25 years in business, we are using that knowledge to create scalable solutions that help Hawaii thrive for generations to come by bringing together technology, partnerships, and local expertise to solve Hawaiʻi’s most pressing energy, food, and climate challenges.”
On the renewable energy side of the company, Pono Pacific launched a sister company called Pono Energy in early 2026 to focus on the production of camelina-based renewable fuels. Field trials to produce sustainable aviation fuel with camelina sativa, a fast-growing oilseed crop, are being conducted through a partnership between Pono Pacific and the Hawaii Agriculture Research Center, with the first of five camelina trials harvested at the beginning of June.
The ultimate goal of the camelina trials is “reducing emissions on Hawaii’s grid with renewable diesel and powering Hawaiian and Alaska flights with sustainable aviation fuel,” Marstaller said.
Pono Pacific has also partnered with Par Hawaii since 2023 to develop a supply of locally grown biofuel feedstocks.
-Nichole Villegas
Pono Pacific
· Top executives: John Leong, CEO; Jonathan Marstaller, president
· Industry: Environmental services, natural resource conservation and land management
· Phone: 808-628-7400 | Web: ponopacific.com
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